What is our collective vision for culture, creativity and heritage in Hampshire?
Thoughts About Session on ‘Heritage Landscapes’ and ‘Not so Natural: Cultural Landscapes not natural or heritage’
These sessions were merged on the day and ran over two sessions due to different people attending them. Became focused on ‘Our Hampshire Landscape’
Key Words
Together, Respect, Protect, Maintain, Celebrate, Stories, Connection, Time, Responsible, Space, wellbeing, views, reset, community, nature, heritage, people, beauty
Summary of Discussion
Landscapes are the product of people and time that create a complex space where heritage and nature benefit each other and are not mutually exclusive. It is very important that we don’t forget people in these landscapes.
We are never seeking to preserve a landscape in aspic or turn back the clock to a past landscape, but by seeking to understand how a landscape has evolved and adapted we can make informed decisions about its future, whether that be space for people, nature recovery or celebration of our shared cultural heritage.
We are writing the next chapter in a long and never-ending story, but want to be making informed and collective decisions. These need to be solution led not anxiety driven. Learning from the past to inspire the future
There is a challenge with language – Natural or Heritage or people, or even rural or urban. These are all landscapes, and they are better together not in isolation. We need to remind organisations and land managers and funders as landscape users that we are in it together. Language grows and strengthens artificial boundaries/divisions.
Lifescapes not landscapes ( spaces where life happens)
Landscapes can be intimidating though for the first time, permissions, signs, fences and animals. So we should challenge organisations to take landscapes to people, potential through objects, or partners with land holdings as stepping stone sites (gilbert whites house, Wonderseekers at Winchester, St Barbe Museum).
Paths and holloways are an important part of this as routes into and across landscapes and through time.
Archaeology is about people and stories and has been shown that story telling around archaeological earthworks in landscapes or tangible objects such as handaxes or pottery can connect people more deeply with landscapes. It also gives permission for people to be in those landscapes, people have for thousands of years so why not us. Not giving permission to break down fences and leave gates open (respect is needed), but we have a right to be there and not put off by all the negative signs and news.
We need to find the emotional connections – not the same for everyone so the plurality of voices needed
In terms of stories – suggested use of comics to engage with younger audiences
 A need to develop teams of trusted sources or champions – Not the land managers such as FE or NT or SDNPA who can be seen as off putting, but volunteers and user groups sharing the same message. Connecting creatives and users with land managers to get messages out, but in different ways rather than ‘don’t do this signs’ more ‘welcome’. Examples of success NFNPA walking festival, walking and activities in landscape, but with wide range of guides.
Landscapes offer social prescription potential that needs to be grown.
Value of our landscape and its recognition was discussed, a past survey asked people what they recognised about Hampshire or were proud of and two National Parks were mentioned so that awareness is there, but huge space to grow.
Playing – kids and adults
‘Not so natural’ is a provocation
Re-wilding removes people, which we can’t do
Collective challenge – we can’t remove people from landscape so make them welcome and inspire or help them understand why so special so we can create the virtuous circle as it has to be a two way process take and give. It is not just a background.


Actions?
We discussed how this might be best presented and the idea of a motto or call to arms for landscapes akin to the NPA priorities or NT strategy might be a pillar to hang other aspects of?
The idea of our landscapes were there to foster collaboration and celebration not competition and conflict.
Hampshire for all – one large interwoven landscape of people and time a canvas for all and a shared space for our past and future stories.


Understanding


Value


Protection


Engagment


